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Baroque Music Era
1. What does "equal temperament" mean? 
Equal temperament is a music system that involves the division of the Octave into 12 semitones of equal sizes. This system is divided into equal 12 parts to enable the keyboard to play all the keys with minimized intonation flaws. This system emerged as a result of development in the tuning systems and was based on the acoustically pure intervals. 
This modern and inappropriate tuning system is commonly used in western music. The system involves the twelfth root of 2. This means that the 12 semitones in Octave provide a double frequency range, which provides a unique uniformity that enables one to not only change but also modulate the keys. 
2. Please discuss the differences between an opera, an oratorio, and a cantata. 
Opera- Opera is an Italian genre of the song which involves the art of solo and choral singing, which is characterized by declamation, acting, and dancing. Operas usually involved a theatrical setting, and the performers involved several elements, including acting, costumes, and sometimes, dance (Rubinstein, 2000). Operas also involved music adjuncts such as props, lights, and sets. Singing and instrumental music was an integral part of operas. 
Cantata- Cantata is also a genre of music that also emerged from Italian roots. This genre of music is characterized by the vocal composition of an accompanied by instruments. Sometimes, the performance involves choir. This form of music was highly used it the church, mainly Lutheran church. 
Oratorio-This is a large musical genre that is comprised of orchestra, choir, and soloist. The music is designed and based on biblical stories and was used strictly in concert performances. Sometimes, it involves the narrator from a narrator who is used to visualize and depict the action. 
3. Why is the Baroque Suite considered an "international" music genre? 
The baroque suite has been considered an international music genre because it comprises different international galaxy types within the same key. Baroque was produced during the time that the real dance music mainly inspired the dance suite. Some composers known with this period, such as German Allemande, used a quadruple meter at a moderate tempo. French Courante involved a triple meter as well as a moderate tempo. Lastly, Spanish Sarabande involved a different and unique stately dance that was characterized by a triple meter. 
4. Identify the key features of the Late Baroque style (1690 - 1750) in music.
Ornamental decorations mainly characterized this period. Since it was mainly used in the churches and palaces, ornamental decorations become a key significant characteristic of the late Baroque produced between 1690 and 1750. This decorative element was also important because it reflected the appreciation of art during this period. These ornamental decorations were characterized by complex and think polyphonic texture that continued to be used through different works that were produced during this period. Furthermore, there was also some sense of drama and urgency in the compositions that was incorporated into vocal forms; for instance, cantata, opera, and oratorio. Lastly, the baroque style that emerged in the late 1690s involved vibrant rhythms as well as expressive dissonance that increased the tension in most of the Baroque music produced in the era. The Baroque keyboard music involved suites that combined different dance pieces, which changed the tempo as well as a meter (Mostlywind). However, the key unity remained all throughout, despite changes in tempo and meter.
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